George A. Mallis July 6, 1992 


Dear George: 


I am sure you have a copy of Eckfeldt & Du Bois. Please 
examine his chapter on counterfeiting. He mentions nothing on 
mechanical coin scales. I concluded from this that there were 


none used in America prior to 1842, not even simple rockers which 
the English had long used. What do you think? They just used 
regular scales I presume. 

I enclose some 1851 etc. advertisements for a Thompson scale 
which is a gold only scale. What do you think this was? It is 
before any patent. It must be a simple brass rocker for gold 
coin. I have to check more advertising to see what this was. 
Perhaps you know. It seems to span many years. 

I want to be sure we know what we are talking about when this 
work gets finished. The facts are not easy to dig out on 
unpatented undated items. I wish I had talked to Troemner about 
130-140 years ago. I have to check Hunt's Merchants Magazine and 
perhaps Bankers magazine for advertisements. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


enclosures 


A. George Mallis July 29, 1992 


Dear George: 


Thank you for your July 21, 1992 letter. I presume you had 
not received my July 23, 1992 letter by then. 

Platinum was used as a filler for altered gold coins since it 
was worthless because platinum had no use and looked like silver 
in the 1840's. 

The date of the Howard's rocker is probably between 1849 and 
1853 due to the size of $1 gold coin and the 1875 speculation is 
wrong in my opinion. I am glad you already knew about the scale. 

What kind of scale is Burnet ? Where is the one you saw? 

I agree with you completely on the lady weighers at the 
Treasury and their procedure. 

Enclosing Doniger letter and reply. More work to do I see. 


See you in Orlando, 


Eric P. Newman 
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A. George Mallis March 14, 1995 


Dear George: 


Metrologically there is an unverified tradition that John 
Hull (1624-1683), Master of the Massachusetts Bay Colony silver 
coinage Mint, on the marriage of his daughter Hannah to Samuel 
Sewall on February 24, 1675/76, determined the amount of her 
dowery by having her sit on one pan of a scale at his warehouse in 
Boston and balancing her on the other pan with Pine Tree shillings 
he had minted. The novelty of this fiction has kept it popular 
rather than any advantages of obesity. The evidence shows that 
Samuel Sewall entered in his ledger at the time of his wedding the 
receipt from his new father-in-law of £500 in value, but only £65 
in money, £30 shortly before the wedding and £35 shortly after the 
wedding. This requires the tale (no monetary counting pun 
intended) to be modified so that Hannah's weight was merely 
determinative of the total value of the dowery. The sum of £500 
or 10,000 shillings was equal to about 1500 troy ounces or 125 
pounds of silver Pine Tree shillings. Hannah's weight with winter 
clothing would then be normal since no one has challenged the 
accuracy of the scale. 

The celebration of her silver wedding anniversary would have 
been a good occasion to release the story. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis April 26, 1996 


Dear George: 


In the ISAAC newsletter Bob Stein quotes you as saying there 
is only one original $3 bushing and that is in a museum. Bill 
Doniger showed me his many years ago and I obtained mine from 
Gorlick I think. I presume the reproductions for sale are marked 
"copy" to comply with the Hobby Protection Act or else there could 
be trouble. The same is true of the adjustment weights for 
Allender & McNally. 

In the recent Early American Numismatics auction there was a 
small group of American coin scales. I wanted to bid on one and 
was told that the consignor had withdrawn them from the auction 
and sold them all privately. I enclose the pages from the catalog 
in case you didn't know about it. I do not know who bought them. 

The enormous list of articles in preparation on some American 
subjects is also in the newsletter and I hope some of these are 
completed. I helped Betty Wright on the Evans & Howard scales, 
but I wonder if she has found any additional data. 

I am working hard on my many problems but I hope I can muddle 
through soon. 


Best of health to you and Dorothy. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis October 7, 1996 


Dear George: 


It was so thoughtful of you to call me and I do appreciate 
it. I will muddle through. 

I am concerned by your decision to abandon residential living 
for a retirement home, but if it is too difficult to be involved 
in all the matters to maintain a residence then you are doing the 
right thing. Don't cut back on your activities. 

I received the enclosed item from Emil Cohn, Jr. and he 
presented it at the last ISASC convention. Does this belong in 
the book or not. 

I look forward to your coin weight book and hope it comes out 
soon. My 4th edition of The Early Paper Money Of America is now 
written, but color pictures are not yet taken for that section. 
They promised me no proof reading problems but they have delayed 
in type setting and I wonder if it is true that a scanner can 
reset a printed page and be accurate. They promised to start 
setting in early September but they have not yet begun. 





Keep collecting and researching. 
My best to Dorothy. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis July 14, 1997 


Dear George: 


The William Pontell money scale label is amazing and should 
be well described. 
The writing at the bottom of 


Eagle 11-6 
half " 5-15 
Quarter " 2-19 


refers to U.S. gold coinage and shows the printing of the 
label was before 1796 after which the writing was entered. The 
Bank of North America began in 1781. It would be important to get 
the dates of business of William Pontell. Perhaps Houben knows. 
If not write Phil Lapsansky at the Library Company of Philadelphia 
and he will look it up for you if you mention my name. 


Congratulations on the VAM reprint. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis August 3, 1998 


Dear George: 


I have recently obtained an American Colonial pan balance 
with a Boston label of Lewis Deblois. It has a conversion table 
very similar to one of yours and dates from the same 1749 period. 


It has no weights. Do you have any extra English pennyweight 
and grain weights of that period. I believe they are 6,5,4,3,2,1 


in pennyweights and some combination of grain weights. I believe 
they have dots punched into flat pieces of copper without any 
border but you know better than I do. They would certainly 


improve my scale's appearance. 
I hope it is not a bother. 


I look forward to the completion of the book. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis September 29, 1998 


Dear George: 


The detector scale book is coming along very well. I visited 
a printing broker who is the son of a friend of ours and he gave 
me wonderful advice. I went to him with all my ideas and he 
straightened me out. He is obtaining prices for various 
alternates, but we agreed on many things. 

The pages will be printed on 2 sides because the bulk of the 
book if printed on one side would be too heavy and difficult to 
read. Illegal photocopying of our pages will be much more 
difficult if printed on 2 sides. All sections will begin on the 
right side even if the left side is blank. The book will be bound 
with a coil about 1% inches in diameter, sticking out to the left 
about 1% inches. That coil is a one page flexible plastic coated 
metal wire spring which will come into many holes (perhaps 25) in 
each page so that you can let the book lie open and flat at any 
page without tension on any page. The top and bottom covers will 
be rather stiff but flexible and will be designed by Evelyn's 
office with title, authors and decor. 

There will be a statement in the book that provision for 
amended and supplementary material is being made by the page 
numbering system and an easily expandable binding. 

I have been adding some pictures, correcting text, shifting, 
and changing as long as I don't hold up production. There is a 
digital method of production which will enable us to print 200 or 
300 to start and be able to use the system to print more whenever 
we sell what we printed. The cost I am told is no longer 
dependent to a great extent on the size of a run as it used to be. 

The digital track can be used and reused like a player piano roll 
or video tape because an 8%" X 11" page is standard and needs no 
adjustment. 

I will be sending you a photocopy of the book for safety as 
soon as I can. 

Where do we stand on copywriting? Did you send something in 
for the book or for your drawings or for anything else? 

You will be pleased, I hope, with what I have done. You are 


right that if I tried to straighten out everything the best way, 
we would never finish. I am taping changes onto the pages you 
sent. 

Thank you again for the weights for my colonial scale. 

I have been enormously involved these last few weeks in the 
opening of our Butterfly House on September 18, 1998 (a howling 
success of 2,000 paying visitors each Saturday and Sunday and 
about 600 weekdays), loads of work on the stolen one cent ANS coin 
litigation, an editing investigation on the gold bar matters for 
ANS, and the purchase of the new ANS building which is a gem. 
Things are really going well here. 


Best to you and Dorothy, 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis February 26, 1999 


Dear George: 


Here are a few preliminary promotional flyers to send to 
anyone you want to notify early. ISASC will mail one to each 
member of ISASC with the next Equilibrium. The finished ones will 
be one sheet folded. 

Bob Stein helped me prepare the format and made good 
suggestions. 

I'll send copies to the press and see what happens. 

Am I glad the book is completed! You probably are super 
happy and relieved. 


Your Coauthor friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


